This assignment is meant to get you thinking about your own eclectic theoretical orientation.  
  
Compare and contrast two theories as they relate to early and middle childhood development.    What are some of the similarities in the theories?   What are some of the differences?  As you create your eclectic theoretical orientation which parts of each theory will you keep and integrate?  Which parts will you discard?   Why?  Be sure to describe EVIDENCE and use critical thinking.    You may want to think about elements of the theories that have been or may need to be updated as more is or has been learned about lifespan development, as well as elements that have gained empirical support.   (25 pts total: 10 points for accuracy on basic ideas of each theory,  5 for stating which aspects of the theories you do and don’t agree with, 10 for giving evidence from the textbook or other class materials that supports your position)  It should be about 2-3 pages (more than 4 is too much).    You need to mention basic ideas and discus the entire theory.   Contrasting what two theories say on a very narrow topic such as pretend play is not what I expect.   Choosing theories carefully makes this easier.    Piaget, psychoanalytic theory (Erikson is usually best but Freud can work too), Vygotsky, information processing, behaviorism (Skinner is easiest but Bandura and others work well too as does combining and doing general behaviorism ).   There are others that work well too but I have listed those that you are likely to have the most information on.     Please cite sources and have references in APA format (separate page for the references is not necessary.   

Please bring a copy of a draft on the due date even if you plan online submission.   We will be using them for an activity.  



